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; RESENTING: A NUMBER OF COMPACT DRAMAS 
if AND mT 1. LIFE AND ADVENTURE BACK... 7 

In@ Those e Days: 
EATURING A HOST OF ARTISTS YOU'LL 
MEET IN THE PAGES TO COME, 

Rick Poe wil THESE FINE Eee 
a) | 

WHO MROvIDE OUR INTRODUCTION. 

Ce a emetion colors (ercept . sos EERE 
Grege where noted) letters yh PERFORMERS HAD MAGIC 

AS WELL AS ARTIFICE IN 
HAND TO HELP THEM 
CREATE THEIR STORIES. 

I HEA 
THE OPENING ACT 
GUY DOES GREAT 

IMPRESSIONS. 

OKAY, I'M HERE 
TO INTRODUCE THE BIG 
SHOW, BUT FIRST, GIVE 
ME A PERSON! ANY 

\ PERSON AT ALL! 

GREAT! 

PROFESSION. 

PERFECT! N&S 
NOW GIVE ME NR 

SOMETHING REALLY 
FUNNY TO SAY OR DO | 
BEFORE WE RUN OUT 
OF TIME AND HAVE TO £ 
START THE REAL 

», SHOW! . 

else A DRAGON 
\ SLAYER! 

ERHAPS \ 
WE'D BEST 

JUST BEGIN. 
‘eal 



PD. Eraig Russell Lovern Kindsierski 
actist colors 

|n tHose THE ONE DAYS, AS IT IS OUTIN OUR 
TODAY, MAGIC WAS FORESTS 

WIELDED MORE OFTEN re 
AS AN EXERCISE IN NO, ssNOR 

AUTHORITY, RATHER THAT TOOK 
THAN ONE OF PLACE 
INHERENT 
POWERS. DID YOU 

ENJOY THE 
HUNT, MY 
KING? 

I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 

WHILE I WAS AWAy, 
COURSING AFTER HART LIE TO ME 
ND BOAR, I HAD OuR ANYMORE, ‘ 

COURT OFFICERS CONDUCT | FALSE QUEEN. ee” ane a: THE TRUE HUNT, IN BEFORE I LOVER'S WHICH THEY FERRETED HAD ONLY wae eee ee 
OUT YOUR MANY SUSPICIONS, PACES FROM INFIDELITIES. 4| BUT NOW T'VE fgets 

| | uNinPEAcHABLE aonencet 
PROOF. 

EVEN NOW 
WE REMAIN FOND 
ENOUGH OF YOu 
TO GRANT MERCY. 
WE'LL GIVE YOU 
A CHOICE OF 
PUNISHMENTS. 



EITHER 
TWENTY LASHES 
IN THE PUBLIC 
SQUARE... 

ELSE LEARN 
FROM MY HAND 
A VALUABLE / TI'VENO 
LESSON J) TOLERANCE 

ABOUT YOUR J) FOR PAIN. T'LL 
CRIMES. 4 \ TAKE THE 

\ LESSON. 

N THE GREAT KINGDOMS THE LAND'S MAGIC 
WAS INVESTED IN ITS KING OR QUEEN, TO USE 

AS NEEDED FOR THE GOOD OF ALL. TOO BAD, 
THEN. YOU 

SHOULD HAVE 
CHOSEN THE LASHES. 
ACQUIRING TRUE 
WISDOM IS ALWAYS 
A GREATER BURDEN 
THAN TRANSIENT 

PAIN. 

A MORE HUMBLE 
FORM, WHICH YOU'RE 
CONDEMNED TO WEAR 
UNTIL THE LESSON IS 
FULLY ABSORBED. 

BUT T CAN'T LIVE 
AS A BEAST, FOR THEY 
HAVE NO SOULS! THIS 
1S TOO TERRIBLE A 

PRICE! 

I WOULD NEVER 
DEPRIVE YOU OF YOUR 
SOUL, EVEN IN ITS 
PRESENT SORRY 

CONDITION. 



YOUR SOUL SITS ALSO TRANSFORMED-- 
FRAGILE AND IN CONSTANT JEOPARDY ABOVE 

YOU, AS IT ALWAYS WAS. LET IT FALL OR 
BREAK, AND YOU LOSE IT 

FOREVER. 

A CUP OF 
DELICATE 
CERAMIC2 

WHY? 
THEY'VE — ae | { nocr O "THE ARCHIPELAGO OF YOUR HOMELAND. 

ALL OF THE ISLANDS OF YOUR YOUTH, Be eas 
WHERE I FIRST FOUND YOU. AND Ne 

ALL OF ITS PEOPLE. 

“THEIR FATE IS 
NOW IN YOUR 

HANDS.” 

“NO, BUT YOU ARE THEIR QUEEN, PUTTING THEIR FATE IN YOUR HANDS. 
THIS IS THE LESSON YOU MUST LEARN. THE SINS OF GREAT PERSONAGES 

HAVE DIRE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE INNOCENT.” 

AND 
WHEN 

WILL THIS 
HORRIBLE 

TRIAL 
END? 

“WHEN YOU FIND A HEROINE 
OF LOW STATION WILLING TO 
SWITCH PLACES WITH YOU. 
SHE'LL BECOME THE NEW 
QUEEN ANP YOU A NEW 
PEASANT-- BUT PERHAPS 
FINALLY A GOOD ONE.” 

rN THOSE pays A LOWLY TURTLE COULD CARRY AN ENT! RE WORLD 
a: ON ITS BACK, WITH SURGING SEAS AND SUN-DAPPLED 

SS » »y ISLANDS OF BOLD ia came PEOPLE. wh 



I'M SORRY THAT 
THE WEDDING HAS TO 

BE POSTPONED, DARLING. 
BUT THE /NVAS/ON 

IS IMMINENT. 

N THOSE DAYS THE EMPEROR'S 
WARS OF CONQUEST AGAINST 

HIS NEAREST NEIGHBORING 
WORLDS WAS WELL UND. 

aa THEIR ADVANCE 
SKIRMISHERS CROSSED 
THE WEG RIVER LAST 

NIGHT. 

YOU'LL SUITORS COULD FILL THE 

DIE/ I'M TOLD BREADTH OF AVON 
THE EMPEROR IS VALLEY? 

A GIANT! A 
MONSTER! 

YOUR FATHER'S ARMY | \ 
N'T HOPE TO MATC 

THEIRS, SO I INTEND TO ie 
SETTLE THE MATTER . 

IN SINGLE COMBAT. I'M THE 
GREATEST SORCERER 

IN THE WORLD. HOW ELSE 
COULD I HAVE WON YOUR 

> HAND, WHEN YOUR KNIGHTED 



HE SORCERER KARRANT WAS ) BUT PAY 
TRULY RENOWNED THROUGH- 

NO ADVERSARY COULD STAND 

CLOSE ATTENTION. 4 ENJOY 
OUT THE WORLD'S NINE KINGDOMS. THE SPECTACLE, I INTEND TO MAKE 

MEN. SHORT eal OF 
AGAINST HIM. , H 

; IF HE'S NOT 
»Y COWERING BEHIND 
/ HIS TROOPS, THEN I 
PROPOSE TO DO THIS 
AS A CONTEST OF 
CHAMPIONS --ME 

AGAINST HIM! 

HE'S 
RUMORED 

TO BE MIGHTY! 
LET'S SEE IF 

CEASE YOUR BUZZING\ / DIE; THOUGH, AND 
INSECT. WE'RE HAPPY TO V WE'LL RAZE THIS LAND, 

FIGHT YOU IN SINGLE COMBAT. LEAVING NONE ALIVE AND 
KILL ME AND THIS WORLD A NO STONE STANDING 
1S SAVED, MY HORDES ON ANOTHER. 
WILL PASS IT BY FOR ne 

ALL TIME. ‘ 

KNOW THAT 
I AM LORD KARRANT 

THE WESTERMARK! HAMMER 
OF THE EIGHTY YEARS' WAR 
AND SLAYER OF THE 
DREADED HELLFROST 

MONSTER! 



ARE OF COURSE, 
THESE TERMS = FOOLISH GIANT, FOR 
. SUITABLE? I CANNOT BE 

; \ \ BEATEN! 

OMENTS BECOME 
MINUTES. THE 

MINUTES GATHER 
THEMSELVES FIRST 
INTO AN HOUR, THEN 
INTO ANOTHER. 





AS YOU CAN SEE, \ / I CANNOT AND NOW N EXHAUSTED 
I'M MORE THAN AN V BE HARMED I SEE YOU'VE , YOURSELF. ~ Burt, 

ARMORED SWORDSMAN. BY ANY FORCE SPENT YOUR EVEN IN 
I'M PROTECTED BY THE , OF ARMS OR = POWERS. PREORDAINED 

BEST SPELLS OF A MAGIC. Pare DEFEAT, YOU'VE 
DOZEN WORLDS. yy : IMPRESSED 
i 

YOU'RE 
JUST THE TYPE MY 
ae INSTRUCTED 

TO SPARE. 

YOUR LANDS 
AND PEOPLE WON'T ™ ME ALLS URN 
ENIOY SIMILAR A EVERY THING! 



SrA omortn 

HE IMPERIAL CITy-- 
THE COLD HEART OF 

fl 
il is 

A GROWING EMPIRE. 

WE DECIDED To 
SPARE YOU, YOUNG MAN, 
BECAUSE T NEED TALENTED 
SORCERERS--AS MANY AS 

CAN BE SWEPT INTO 
UR NET. 

fi: Tene fo Fler \ NO 
US. I'M MORE IMMUNE | PHYSICAL FORC 
TO YOUR MAGIC THAN , CAN HARM US, BUT 

: MY SON. (\. THAT a Saal 

THEN HOW ABOUT A SPELL 
THAT ISN'T A PHYSICAL ATTACK, 
RATHER A SIMPLE MENTAL 

ALTERATION? 

OLD MAN, NEITHER YOU NOR’ 
YOUR PUPPET EMPEROR WILL 
TAKE NOTICE OF ME, NOR 
TROUBLE ANY LAND I 
CHOOSE TO INHABIT, 

FROM THIS DAY 
FORWARD. 



ND SO IT WAS. UT NO. VENGEANCE WAS EVER EXACTED. 
NO LAND THE CONJURER'S SPELL WORKED TOO 

WHEREIN THE WIDELY AND TOO WELL. IN TIME HE 
TALENTED FORGOT ABOUT HIS ENEMIES AS 
MAGICIAN THEY FORGOT HIM. 
DWELLED YOU FIGHT THE 
STIRRED THE "INVADERS? 
OLD MAN'S 
INTEREST. 

TRULY 
THEY DESTROYED 

EVERYTHING. 

SOMEDAY 
THAT EVIL OLD 

| CREATURE AND HIS f 
TAME GIANT WILL 

BE MADE TO 
PAY. 

y ~~ WHAT HARM WH EEDBACK FROM : 
THEIR MANY SHOULD HAVE THEY EVER | 

DEFENSES, 
PERHAPS? (| 

DONE ME? _ 

(/ THIS TINY WORLD 
HE MAN WANDERED IS NEARLY BEREFT OF ee ti Fite 

= FINDING A SMALL, a ee | OUT-OF-THE-WAY 

YOU'RE WELL 
SKILLED, YOUNG 

CONJURER. BUT THOSE 
OF US FROM OTHER WORLDS 
HAVE PROVEN EQUALLY 
IMPRESSIVE. NOW YOU'RE 
BUT ONE AMONG MANY. 



AND IN 
THIS PLACE 

WE'VE DECIDED 
TO HIDE OUR 

LEARN TO 
MASK YOURS, 

SIR. 
es 

L =a 
~ IM THE NU _WATCH AND N 

TREMBLE AS I GREAT MASTER SAW THs WOMAN 

IN TWO! 

ND SO HE DID. 
HE HID HIS 

POWERS BY 
FLAUNTING 
THEM OPENLY, 
BUT IN WAYS 
THEY WOULDN'T 
BE CREDITED. 

& HELPED BUILD 
FABLETOWN, 

SAYING, "SINCE THE 
REST OF THE CITY 
HAS CAUGHT UP TO 
US, WE'LL NEED 

AS POWERFUL SPELLS 
aN TO KEEP CURIOUS 
SS MUNDYS OFF OUR 

DOORSTEPS.” 

ND FAR AWAY, THE EMPEROR AND HIS. 
FATHER LET IT HAPPEN UNOPPOSED, 

CONSTRAINED BY THE YOUNG SORCERER'S 
MAGICKS NOT TO CARE. 

MORE 
REFUGEES HAVE 
ESCAPED TO THIS 
MUNDANE WORLD, 

pr MAJESTY. 

’ BARREN PLACE. 
THEY INSURE THEIR 
OWN SUFFERING BY 
CRINGING THERE, SO 

\ LET THEM. WHY 
BOTHER? 



VICTIM OF HIS OWN POWERS, THE ( t pe ID HIS GREAT SPELL BEGIN 
NEWLY RECHRISTENED MISTER TO LEAK SO BADLY OVER 

KADABRA NEVER KNEW HIS ROLE IN \ | | THE AGES, CAUSING OTHERS 
PROTECTING SO MANY FOR SOLONG. } -| i | TO DISMISS HIM2 
NOR DID ANY OF HIS PEERS. 1 : 

— _~ 
a 

7 AFOLLOWER ~~ N 
/ ATBEST. WE CAN LEAVE *\ 
(HIM OUT.OF CONSIDERATION 

TALENTED IN == WHILE CHOOSING OUR HIS WAY, BUT = 8 me . N NEXT LEADER. 7 ( 
HARDLY ToP ; = 

aD TIER. 4 r ee 

VEN THOSE WHO WISHED Sts ee Done 
HIM ILL DID SO ONLY ge.’ NEED ANYONE IMPERGONALLY. eis SPECIFIC DEAD. 





N THOSE DAYS, A WORLD COULD BE VAST, 
WITHOUT END, OR SMALL ENOUGH TO FIT 

ON THE HEAD OF A PIN. 

WHERE ARE 
WE FISHING TODAY, 

FATHER? 

NO FISH 
TODAY, SON. IT'S 

TIME. TODAY |S WHEN 
A BOY TAKES HIS STEP 

INTO MANHOOD. 

[TOULE BE ROUND oR \ 
SQUARE, OR WRAPPED 

== AROUND A BALL THAT 
<5 FLOATS IN EMPTY AIR. 

R IT COULD BE A COZY THING 
SURROUNDED BY WALLS A 

THOUSAND LEAGUES HIGH. 

THEN yOu'LL 

HAVE ALL THE RIGHTS 
OF OUR PEOPLE. YOU CAN 
ACQUIRE YOUR OWN BOAT, 

areas Te BNE TODAY, WHERE YOU'LL PLACE ND EVEN 1 g 
ull YOUR HANDS AGAINST THE YOU'VE A MIND TO. 

WALL AND SPEAK THE 



'N THOSE DAYS FIERCE 
BUCCANEERS COURSED 

THE BLUE WATERS IN 
SLEEK SHIPS. 

HEAVE TO, AND 
GIVE OVER YOUR 

TREASURES! 

SL AND YOUR 
“= L/VES TOO, IF 

~ \ WE'VE A WHIM To 
TAKE THEM! 

THE ANCIENT 
LAWS HAVE STOOD 

FOR TEN THOUSAND 
YEARS. WE'LL NOT 
BE THE ONES TO 

WALL OF THE WORLD, BREAK THEM. 

AND I THEREFORE 
CLAIM OUR ANCIENT 
RIGHT OF SAFE 

PASSAGE! 

YOU'VE SEEN 
YOUR FIRST PIRATE 

SON, YOU'LL NEED TO BE 
WARY OF THEM IN THE 
FAR WATERS BEYOND 

OUR BAY. 

OR I COULD 
PURCHASE LETTERS 

I'VE THE 
4 RIGHT NOW, - 

DON'T I? 47 { 
- s 

SURE, IF YOU'VE 

AND you =a 
DON'T HAVE THE \ 

RIGHT. NOT YET. you 7 
NEED TO TOUCH THE 

WALL FIRST. 

NEVER SUSPECTED. THE KING'S 
LETTERS COST DEAR, AND 
YOU'LL HUNT NO BRIGANDS 

IN A FISHING SLOOP. 



IT'S GETTING \~~ WHAT 
CLOSER! I CAN | MADE THE WALL, 

SEE An FATHER? MASTER 
DOORN AT THE 

SCHOOL SAYS THAT'S 
PRIMITIVE SUPER- 

STITION. 

a Oh 

I HEARD A 
POWERFUL GOD-KING 

CONTURED ', 10 KEEP Y 
US TRAPPED INSIDE, AS 
ETERNAL HOSTAGES FOR 4 

THE FIDELITY OF HIS 

Zh 

SURE. AND THE TEACUP RESTS ON 
THE BACK OF A GREAT TURTLE. HE 

SAYS ALL THAT IS NONSENSE. Ly, 
— << 

LL" HE SAYS, IF NUP » 5 
a 

< 

SST fbe (Cs Whe OF YOU. T 
TURTLE STANDS ON A ye THE WAY 

» | TURTLE, WHICH STANDS 
\ ON A TURTLE. THAT'S 

\s ~ 

“et “EX 

~ STEADY NOW. 
MAKE READY. WE'RE 
GETTING CLOSE AND 
THE WATERS ARE 

OH? AND WHAT 
DOES HE SAY ABOUT THE 

REST? THAT OUR WORLD ENTIRE \ 
FILLS A TEACUP, AND THE WALL 

IS ONLY THE SMAZLZ PART 
WE CAN SEE. o> 

iS 

; THAT MAKES NO 
“\ SENSE AT ALL! TURTLES? ) 

HONESTLY? 

SO, IT'S NOT JUST 
OLD MASTER DOORN WHO 

HOLDS SUCH IDEAS. I'VE 
WHELPED MYSELF A RADICAL 
PHILOSOPHER, T HAVE. , 



11 SOME OF THE MORE GIFTED 
POWERS IN THE LAND WERE 
LIKELY TO TAKE weet AT A 
THE SLIGHTEST yy 
PROVOCATION. 

you 
DID THAT ON 
PURPOSE! 

WF STICKSHERHAND INTO \ 
A STRAWBERRY BUSH WITHOUT ) 
FIRST CHECKING TO SEE IF ) 
SOMEONE WAS THERE t- 

FIRST? 

Adam Hughes artist and colors 
E YOU'RE ALL SO 

OH, I SEE. IT'S ~~ MAD at THE ors FOR 
ONE OF YOU HUMANS. MAKING YOUR SPECIES SO Z I HAPPEN 
TOO ENTITLED TO WAIT. “GLY YOU ASSUME THE } —7 TO BE ONE OF THE YOUR TURN. WORLD OWES YOU EVERY- } MOST DESIRABLE 

: 7 THING YOU WANT BY WAY OF WOMEN IN THE 
COMPENSATION. _ LAND. CURE 
ro BELIEVE THAT, 

IF IT MAKES YOU 
HAPPY. 



\) YOU NEED FROM THIS DAY 
FORWARD, YOU'LL DESIRE 

IN MANNERS, ONLY HUMAN WOMEN 
CREATURE-- , ANP WILL DO ANYTHING 

FOR THE CHANCE TO 
y WITH THEM, _ 

THERE. THAT 
SHOULD GET YOU 
KILLED SOON 

ENOUGH. 

EVEN A LOWLY 
PORKY PINE SHOULD 
KNOW BETTER THAN TO 
ANGER A WOMAN OF 

THE CRAFT. 

HEY, 
WAIT! COME 

BACK! a 

ON SECOND . 
GLANCE, YOU DON'T 

LOOK SO BAD. _4 

‘ 

ROM THAT DAY FORWARD 
THE PORKY PINE SOUGHT 

OUT THE INTIMATE COMPANY 
OF MAIDENS FAIR. 



COPULATE 
WITH ME FOR JUST 

ONE NIGHT AND I GRANT A 
WISH--WHATEVER YOUR 

HEART DESIRES. 

DON'T FLINCH 
AWAY FROM ME LIKE 

THAT, MISSY. 

I TOLD 
YOU I'M MAGICAL. T 
MENTIONED THAT PART, Gust anise AND ‘ , RIGHT2 CUDDLE: A NEW , SET OF STEAK 

KNIVES. 

7 ABEAST 
ohidhin eacaecee 

= 

HEY, EASY 
NOW, SWEETIE. NO 
NEED TO INVOLVE THE 

PARENTS. 

“HE TRIED TIO. —~ 
( STEAL My VIRTUE WITH ) 

CRAFTY LIES! 4 DID I 
MENTION THE STEAK 
KNIVES COME IN A 
REALLY LOVELY 

GIFT BOX? 

| ND SO IT 
WENTIN 

THOSE DAYS... 



“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

BILL 
WILLINGHAM 

“TA] wonderfully twisted concept... 
features fairy tale characters banished to the 

noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 

7 vannznor S 

~~ 4 VOL. I: LEGENDS IN EXILE 

VOL. 2: ANIMAL FARM 

VOL. 3: STORYBOOK LOVE 

VOL. 4: MARCH OF THE WOODEN SOLDIERS 

VOL. 5: THE MEAN SEASONS 

VOL. 6: HOMELANDS 

VOL. 7: ARABIAN NIGHTS (AND DAYS) 

VOL. 8: WOLVES 

VOL. 9: SONS OF EMPIRE 

VOL. 10: THE GOOD PRINCE 

VOL. 11: WAR AND PIECES 

VOL. 12: THE DARK AGES 

VOL. 13: THE GREAT FABLES CROSSOVER 

1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 

FABLES is a mist-ead for ay 

FABLES VOL. 3: FABLES VOL. 6: 
STORYBOOK LOVE HOMELANDS 

\, UF 
ee 

WINNER OF TWOEISNER AWARDS 

STORYBOOK LOVE _ 
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